James Burns Hoefer

A philanthropist of the artist, extraordinary father and family devotee, and nationally known Senior Golfer, departed our earthly greens on June 21, 2008.

“Big Jimmy” was born on September 19, 1928, to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hoefer, of Chicago, Illinois. He attended the Harvard School for Boys where he started his amateur golfing career reaching the quarterfinals of the Chicago District Amateur Championship at the tender age of 16. Jim moved on to Carleton College, where he studied philosophy, psychology and golf, once more holding the college championship in 1948 and 1950. 

He then joined the Officers Candidate School and graduated ultimately to the post as Navigator on the USS Ulhman.

In November of 1953, Jim married Robin Arnold, a cotillion beauty from the Boston area. While Jim was in the service, Robin followed Jim to Sasebo, Japan, where their first child was born, and where, once again, Jim set a course record at the Sasebo, Japan Naval Station golf course. In 1955, despite the commotion of a new family and the Korean War, Jim won the Far East Military Golf Championship at Atsugi Naval Air Station. Jim and Robin returned to the United States with their new son, Russ, settled in the Chicago areas, where they had three more children and Jim pursued a corporate life.

Jim Hoefer joined the Time, Inc. family as a salesperson and moved up the corporate ladder to end up in 1985 as the publisher of FORTUNE magazine. As noted within FORTUNE’s pages, Jim was a “legendary salesman,” and continued on after FORTUNE to create his own publication, FLORIDA REAL ESTATE, which highlighted the burgeoning market in the Palm Beach, FL area. After devoting most of his corporate career to FORTUNE, Jim and Robin retired to their winter home in North Palm Beach, Florida, and traveled to Robin’s family home in Charlestown, RI, where Jim enthusiastically, with the help of many family members, built a 9 hole golf course on the family land.

Jim was also involved with his church, the Marble Collegiate Church in New York City, and found a mentor and friend in Norman Vincent Peale. In 1986, Dr. Peale reunited in marriage Robin and Jim. Jim contributed his publishing expertise to become part of the Guideposts family as a board member. Jim was also a “winter” member of the First Presbyterian Church of North Palm Beach, FL, and Kingston Congregational Church of Kingston, RI.

Jim was a great benefactor of the arts. As Robin through the years, developed her passion to become a juried artist, Jim followed her and championed her talents. Jim encouraged and supported Robin’s decisions to place her artwork in distinct galleries up and down the east coast.

After retirement, Jim continued to pursue his golfing career, which was on hold during the child-raising-career years, and he because quite successful as a Senior player. His golf records still stand at courses such as Seminole (Florida), Winged Foot (New York) and Pine Valley (New Jersey). In 2000, Jim became the Super Senior Champion at Pine Valley Golf Club of New Jersey. Jim and his friend Tom Nieporte created the National Senior-Junior Team Championship Tournament in 1990, a tournament that has enjoyed growth and recognition since its inception. The golf world will certainly miss “Big Jim.”

Jim is survived by his wife, Robin Arnold Hoefer, his four children, Russ Hoefer and wife Tina Pegler Hoefer (their children, James, II, Kathryn, and Sally), Melissa Branch (Bonnie), Lizbeth Hoefer Nauta and her husband Cristofer (William and Maxwell), and Charles Hoefer and his wife Faith Bruins Hoefer, and his stepmother Dorothy Hoefer. He is predeceased by his sister Margaret, and his parents Charlotte Burns Dorsey, stepfather Dr. John Dorsey, and father Richard Hoefer. His friends, Juno and Lemuel, will miss him a great deal.

A service will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of North Palm Beach and a future family memorial service will be held in Charlestown, RI.  The family requests that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to Hospice of Palm Beach County, Spectrum Health Care Foundation, 5300 East Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33407, or through their web site; www.spectrumhealthcarefoundation.org.

